
7th Grade English Language Arts 

Summer Book Report – Project  

 

There’s so much magic that happens when we read. It creates space to explore our 

imaginations and learn beyond what the surface has to offer. That is why we will be 

ready this magical novel called The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill. 

Ms. Barnhill is an American Author who specializes in children’s literature and 

fantasy, as well as science fiction. She was awarded the John Newberry Medal by the 

American Library Association.  

We will read New Kid by Jerry Craft. Mr. Craft is an American Cartoonist that 

advocates to bring upon a positive image for the African American community. 

Craft grew up in Washington Heights and graduated from the School of Visual Arts 

in 1984. He had a vision to speak for the youth and create healthy environments for 

them while using his platform. New Kid will allow the students to analyze how 

although a new year is approaching, there are always great opportunities and 

memories attached to change. 

 

                                 

 

• Students will read The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill and New Kid by Jerry 

Craft. 

• Students will write an essay for both books showing their full knowledge of what they 

have read.  

• Both essays must be a 5-paragraph essay and must give a full description of both novels 

from beginning to end. 

• Students will have a questionnaire to complete for each novel.  

• Both essays and questionnaires must be turned in the first week of school to receive full 

credit. 



Read all instructions before beginning.   
 

 1. Read the books listed on the 7th grade required reading list, including the 
book for science entitled “Cosmic”.   
  

2. Before reading The Girl Who Drank the Moon and New Kid, read through the 
response questions. Choose 3 specific questions to answer in addition to 
your summary paragraph and general response paragraphs. 
  

3. While reading, keep notes, using the questions listed below to pull from 
later when writing your response paragraphs. 
  

4. After reading, type out your book evaluation and make sure it adheres to 
all format requirements specified below. When you return to school in the 
fall, you will submit your paper by August 11, 2023, at the beginning of your 
ELA and Science class periods.  

  

General Paper Guidelines  
- 12 pt. professional font (Calibri, Times New Roman)  
- 1” margins  
- Title of book .5” from top margin (and properly italicized)  
- Name in top right hand corner  
- Class Name (ELA or Science) in top left hand corner (class number will be 
given during the 1st week of school)  
- Indent each paragraph  
*Each paragraph should take approx. ½ page, meaning that your book 
report should be no shorter than two pages and no longer than three full 
pages.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Response Questions (choose three)  
  

Setting:  
“In what ways does the setting help develop the story and characters?”  
  

Character:  
“How does the author develop the differences of certain characters, 
especially his  
main character over the course of the book?”  
  

“In what ways (specific thoughts, words, actions, etc.) does the author 
show you the development and change in his main characters?”  
  

Plot:  
“How does the plot keep you on the edge of your seat and wanting more?”  
  

Conflict:  
“What is the primary conflict and was it powerful enough to earn an entire 
book being written about it?”  
  

Audience appeal:  
“How does the author tell his story so that it appeals to (interests, pleases, 
stirs up) his audience?”  

  
Paragraph format 

  

Paragraph 1: Summary of the book  
- Talk about the main character(s) and events in the book but do NOT 
include your opinions.  
 

Paragraphs 2-4: Chosen response questions (from above)  
- I should know by the topic sentence which question each paragraph is 
answering.  
- Paragraphs that use specific examples will receive better grades than 
paragraphs that generalize.  
 

Paragraph 5: General personal opinion of the book  
- Talk about the things you like about this book and the things you dislike 
about it. Make sure to explain why you like or dislike these things. 



Grading Rubric 

The essay was 

written from the 

students' point of 

view. 

Student cited 

words & phrases 

from novel, 

proving the 

student read & 

understood the 

text.  

5 complete 

paragraphs (5 -7 

sentences in 

each paragraph.) 

Written report 

prepared and 

turned in on 

week one of new 

school year.  

 

The 

questionnaire 

was prepared 

and turned in on 

week one of the 

new school year.  

 

Student satisfies 

all requirements 

for this category. 

Student satisfies 

all requirements 

for this category. 

Student satisfies 

all requirements 

for this category. 

Student satisfies 

all requirements 

for this category. 

Student satisfies 

all requirements 

for this category. 

20 Points 20 Points 20 Points 20 Points 20 Points 

 

 

Questionnaire for New Kid by Jerry Craft 

 

1. Describe the new school Jordan is going to be attending? 

2. Why does this school excite Jordan’s mother so much? 

3. Compare and contrast Jordan’s mom and dad. What are their individual thoughts on 

changing Jordan’s school? 

4. What are some of the main challenges that Jordan faces each day at school? 

5. What is your first impression of Mr. Landers?  

6. What is the relationship between Jordan and Mr. Landers? How does it affect the 

storyline of the novel? 

7. How do the teachers and other students treat Jordan differently? 

8. How does Jordan change throughout the book? 

9. What is Jordan’s true passion? 

10. Predict how you believe Jordan will adjust into the new school. What was his reality? 

How does this big school change impact Jordan by the end of the novel? 

 

 



Questionnaire for The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

1. What did Grand Elder Gherland have that no one else did? 

2. Who owned the Road in the forest Who provided armed guards?    

3. What was Antain’s nervous habit?   

4. Who was the eldest of those who took care of Luna? 

5. Who was Xan’s guardian? 

6. According to the people of the Protectorate, who created everything? 

7. At what age did the sisters of the Star hire apprentices?    

8. Who lived at the top of the sleeping volcano?    

9. What did Fyrian find inside a leaning tower? 

10. What did Xan decide to transform into when retrieving the baby? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7th Grade ELA Books Resources 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 

www.secondsale.com 

https://www.secondsale.com/p/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon/484135 

 

www.thriftbooks.com 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon_kelly-

barnhill/11250513/?resultid=07440350-ac9b-4ac9-9ead-

78a4fd10892c#edition=21172401&idiq=33864011 

 

www.amazon.com 

https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-

Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XJ8UQMFT19DM&keywords=The+Girl+Who+Drank+the+Moon

+by+Kelly+Barnhill&qid=1684260308&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon+by+kelly+barnh

ill%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1 

 

New Kid by Jerry Craft  

www.secondsale.com 

https://www.secondsale.com/author/jerry-craft/3545944/ 

 

www.thriftbooks.com 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/new-kid_jerry-craft/19096669/?resultid=efdef35e-1cf0-4ff2-8e25-

0e1de0178249#edition=20302734&idiq=31785666 

 

www.amazon.com 

https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-

Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?crid=REKQE2GM61LT&keywords=new+kid+craft&qid=1684260101&s=

books&sprefix=new+kid+%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1 

 

 

 

 

https://www.secondsale.com/p/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon/484135
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon_kelly-barnhill/11250513/?resultid=07440350-ac9b-4ac9-9ead-78a4fd10892c#edition=21172401&idiq=33864011
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon_kelly-barnhill/11250513/?resultid=07440350-ac9b-4ac9-9ead-78a4fd10892c#edition=21172401&idiq=33864011
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-girl-who-drank-the-moon_kelly-barnhill/11250513/?resultid=07440350-ac9b-4ac9-9ead-78a4fd10892c#edition=21172401&idiq=33864011
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XJ8UQMFT19DM&keywords=The+Girl+Who+Drank+the+Moon+by+Kelly+Barnhill&qid=1684260308&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon+by+kelly+barnhill%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XJ8UQMFT19DM&keywords=The+Girl+Who+Drank+the+Moon+by+Kelly+Barnhill&qid=1684260308&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon+by+kelly+barnhill%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XJ8UQMFT19DM&keywords=The+Girl+Who+Drank+the+Moon+by+Kelly+Barnhill&qid=1684260308&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon+by+kelly+barnhill%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Drank-Winner-Newbery-Medal/dp/1616207469/ref=sr_1_1?crid=XJ8UQMFT19DM&keywords=The+Girl+Who+Drank+the+Moon+by+Kelly+Barnhill&qid=1684260308&s=books&sprefix=the+girl+who+drank+the+moon+by+kelly+barnhill%2Cstripbooks%2C112&sr=1-1
https://www.secondsale.com/author/jerry-craft/3545944/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/new-kid_jerry-craft/19096669/?resultid=efdef35e-1cf0-4ff2-8e25-0e1de0178249#edition=20302734&idiq=31785666
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/new-kid_jerry-craft/19096669/?resultid=efdef35e-1cf0-4ff2-8e25-0e1de0178249#edition=20302734&idiq=31785666
https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?crid=REKQE2GM61LT&keywords=new+kid+craft&qid=1684260101&s=books&sprefix=new+kid+%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?crid=REKQE2GM61LT&keywords=new+kid+craft&qid=1684260101&s=books&sprefix=new+kid+%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/New-Kid-Jerry-Craft/dp/0062691198/ref=sr_1_1?crid=REKQE2GM61LT&keywords=new+kid+craft&qid=1684260101&s=books&sprefix=new+kid+%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1


Science/STEM 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

Oftentimes, reading for students can seem quite boring. Well, this summer, I challenge you all to 

read the adventurous book about long-legged Liam and his quest to be the first child in space.   

You will read about his adventurous highs and lows on his quest.  

You will have a series of reading comprehension questions to answer as you read the adventure. 

The questions will focus on 3 different chapters of the book. The first chapter is entitled “My 

Favourite Gravity”, 2nd chapter “My Visible Friend”, and the 3rd chapter “I am on Hold”. Please 

make sure you specify in your Word document which chapter you are answering the numbered 

questions from. The questions are attached via the link below. Please download your own 

copy of the question sheet and TYPE your answers on a SEPARATE WORD 

DOCUMENT to be turned in August 11, 2023, during your Science or STEM Class.   

Cosmic-Reading-Comprehension.pdf 

 

Where you can purchase Cosmic 

 

Cosmic - By Frank Cottrell Boyce (paperback) : Target -$6.99 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce [Paperback], Pre-Owned Paperback 0545324505 9780545324502 Frank 

Cottrell Boyce - Walmart.com $4.64 or $4.29 

Cosmic: Cottrell Boyce, Frank: 9780061836886: Amazon.com: Books $6.99 

https://scsk12-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/robersony_scsk12_org/EZKvTfdCMb5Ms5LfJjr50B8BCSZfEKMHD1z2_KdUIELdmw?e=eErjWD
https://www.target.com/p/cosmic-by-frank-cottrell-boyce-paperback/-/A-84863146?ref=tgt_adv_xsp&AFID=bing&fndsrc=tgtao&DFA=71700000012790841&CPNG=PLA_Entertainment%2BShopping%7CEntertainment_Ecomm_Hardlines&adgroup=SC_Entertainment&LID=700000001230728pgs&LNM=PRODUCT_GROUP&network=o&device=c&location=&targetid=pla-4585100929127865&gclid=6462268a6068106bfd8b42ef7b3e7ab4&gclsrc=3p.ds&ds_rl=1246978&ds_rl=1248099&msclkid=6462268a6068106bfd8b42ef7b3e7ab4
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Cosmic-by-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce-Paperback-Pre-Owned-Paperback-0545324505-9780545324502-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce/792208409?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=1719&adid=22222222222000000000&wmlspartner=wmtlabs&wl0=e&wl1=o&wl2=c&wl3=10352200394&wl4=pla-1103028060075&wl5=&wl6=&wl7=&wl10=Walmart&wl11=Online&wl12=792208409_10000001862&wl14=where%20to%20buy%20cosmic%20by%20frank%20cottrell%20boyce&veh=sem&gclid=36d8e202468a188ba83c86675ddc6416&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=36d8e202468a188ba83c86675ddc6416
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Cosmic-by-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce-Paperback-Pre-Owned-Paperback-0545324505-9780545324502-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce/792208409?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=1719&adid=22222222222000000000&wmlspartner=wmtlabs&wl0=e&wl1=o&wl2=c&wl3=10352200394&wl4=pla-1103028060075&wl5=&wl6=&wl7=&wl10=Walmart&wl11=Online&wl12=792208409_10000001862&wl14=where%20to%20buy%20cosmic%20by%20frank%20cottrell%20boyce&veh=sem&gclid=36d8e202468a188ba83c86675ddc6416&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=36d8e202468a188ba83c86675ddc6416
https://www.amazon.com/Cosmic-Frank-Cottrell-Boyce/dp/0061836885/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3CLKK207NTUK9&keywords=cosmic&qid=1684348633&s=books&sprefix=cosmic%2Cstripbooks%2C88&sr=1-1

